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East African Community Mutual Recognition Procedure: What is it and why is it important?

Obtaining approval to sell veterinary medicines in the market requires a marketing
authorisation (licence) from the National Medicines Registration Authority in each country
where the product is to be sold. In the East African Community (EAC), this involves applying
for a marketing authorisation separately in each country. This is often lengthy and resource
intensive.

Since 2011, the EAC with support from GALVmed (Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary
Medicine), AU-PANVAC (Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre of African Union) and
HealthforAnimals (the global animal medicines industry association) has been implementing
the EAC’s Mutual Recognition Procedure (MRP) system which allows applicants to apply
simultaneously for licences in multiple countries. This saves time and allows countries and
applicants to use their resources more efficiently. MRP increases the likelihood for the
sustainable supply of quality registered veterinary medicines in the region.

The first licence under MRP was issued for a veterinary vaccine in October 2018. Since then,
several applications for immunologicals and pharmaceuticals, have been processed and are
now authorised in multiple countries in the EAC. This has contributed to increased access to
quality safe, efficacious veterinary medicines.

Since its inception, the Veterinary Medicines Directorate has participated in the MRP initiative
and is committed to working with other regulators in EAC to promote the responsible, safe
and effective use of veterinary medicines in Kenya and in the region.

MRP in Summary

e Does not replace national system of registration

e s anovel approach developed by national medicines registration authorities in EAC
Partner States and endorsed by the EAC administrative and political organs

e Applicants save time through simultaneous submission of identical dossiersin a
minimum of 2 countries selected by the applicant

e Through one submission, concerned countries may accept the reference country’s
assessment of the application dossier leading to issuances of licences

e The process is coordinated at the national level and at the EAC level by the MRP
Coordinator

e Numerous technical guidelines and templates have been developed to guide
applicants through the process and are available at
https://www.eac.int/documents/category/livestock

e The MRP Coordinator can be contacted for more information here

March 2023


https://www.eac.int/documents/category/livestock
https://www.galvmed.org/
https://aupanvac.org/
https://www.healthforanimals.org/
https://www.eac.int/documents/category/livestock
mailto:aayoyi@eachq.org

